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that bowel trouble is another name for diarrhea and is not a disease, but may be the leading symptom of tuberculosis, worms, fowl cholera, coccidiosis, and white diarrhea. Stress is sometimes placed on the color of the droppings. This means nothing because it is easy to influence the color of the droppings by the kind of feed given the flock. Except in the case of a red bloody diarrhea, the color is of no importance in determining the nature of the disease. The name white diarrhea, often applied to a common digestive disturbance of baby chicks, is very misleading, because many persons try to identify the disease by the presence or absence of white droppings. Often there is no diarrhea at all and even when present it is not necessarily white in color. A disease such as bacillary white diarrhea can only be identified by a laboratory examination.
AVIAN TUBERCULOSIS
Avian or chicken tuberculosis is a very common disease of poultry. It has been discovered that swine derive a large part of their infection with this disease from a tuberculous flock of chickens. Therefore, in order to control or stamp out the disease in swine, chickens must be freed also, or the pigs must be kept entirely apart from an infected flock of poultry.
Avian tuberculosis is often called going light, liver disease, consumption, bowel trouble, spotted or speckled liver, and rheumatism. The term, going light, is very descriptive because most of the badly diseased birds are very thin and light in weight. Bowel trouble refers to the chronic or persistent diarrhea which is observed in the later stages of the disease.
Cause of tuberculosis
Tuberculosis is a specific contagious disease of poultry and is caused by a germ which can be seen only with the aid of a microscope. It is frequently stated that intestinal worms will cause tuberculosis. This is not true because the